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Joytown was opened in 1963 after the Government had asked
the Salvation Armyto do somethin§ for the disabled. I think
older young people came at firsy taf Tt soon became a school.
Captain Baird was the first Officer in charge and I came in June
1967. At that time there were 120 pupils with 6 in Standard 7.
John Mugo was one of them and was the first disabled student
at Thika High School.

I found a long waiting list of children wanting to come to
Joytown and was determined to get more accommodation. [
discovered that there was money available at Headquarters for
Joytown so we soon got started on another dormitory. I was
there until January 1971 and in those 3 & half years we added
three dormitories, 1 classroom, a room for the shoemakers
(Patrick&David) extension to the dining room,Hall, cottages for
the Headmaster and Kenyan Officers, 2 Units for teachers so all
the teachers were able to live on site. The Kindergarten was
finished just as I left. All the money was raised by donationé to
the Salvation Army. When I left there were 200 students.

When [ arrived there was 1 choir but together with the Music
teacher ( mr. wariua ) we formed 4 in all and began to
take part in the National Music Festival, you will know how
well you did. There were Scouts and we started \guides and
Brownies.I wanted Joytown to be like other schools so we had
an Annual Speech Day, Sports Day and various competitions. I
must add that in all this Mr Myatu and I worked together and
had the cooperation of all the teachers.We had plenty of help,
mattresses from the USA, 29 wheelchairs from the Salvation
Army in Denmark, and my niece in Wales raised money for us.
The Lions club of Thika were very good and sometimes brought
food and donations.



We could not have managed without the help of thr physios
from England. Sheila, Anne and Beth who looked after the
domestic side and the clinic, they were wonderful in all the work
they did for the pupils and help to make them self sufficient.
Mention must be made of Mrs Myatu who was a great help to
the physios and pupils, also of the Kenyan Officers who all
played their part. .

I was very happy at Joytown and did go back from February
1973 — November 1975 when the Government took over, I was
not en charge then, that was Major Kotten. he »

It has been wonderful to be in touch again and to know he well
you have all done. Greetings to everyone, God bless you all.
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